Introduction
The pancreatic acinar lumen is lined by two cell types, the exocrine acinar cell and the centro-acinar cell. While the contribution of acinar cells to the pancreatic exocrine secretion is well established, that of the centro-acinar cell (which belongs to the epithelial lining of the first segment of the ductal system) is assumed to be the nonenzymatic component of the pancreatic fluid (6). Morphologically, acinar and centro-acinar cells differ not only by the absence of characteristic zymogen granules in the centro-acinar cell, but also by their surface morphology and ability to bind lectins ofvarious sugar specificity (8). The centro-acinar cell shows a more elaborate network of microvilli than the acinar cell and its cell coat appears devoid of fucose-containing lectin binding sites, which can be detected on acinar cells (8). In the present article, we report another difference between these two cell types that is related to the reactivity of their luminal plasma membrane to the polyene antibiotic filipin, a cholesterol-specific cytochemical probe (5,18).
Materials and Methods
Rat pancreas, prepared by the following three methods, was studied: 
Results and Discussion
The three types of treatment used to obtain filipin-labeled cells yielded comparable results and will not be described separately.
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. The acinar cell is characterized by zymogen granules (ZG) and little or no fihipin labeling on the exposed luminal membrane (*)#{149}
The centro-acinar cell cytoplasm contains a vacuolar structure (V) (probably a lysosome) richly labeled with fihipin and both the buminal and lateral membranes of the cell show fihipin-cholesterol complexes (arrows).
Original magnification x 31,000. 
